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Palestinian Loss of Land 
Is the corollary to Israelôs Drive for All the Land 



Prospects for a Lasting Peace are:

Join LA Jews for Peace
in a Demonstration for Peace at the

Westwood Federal Building
Many Sundays: 1:00 to 4:00 PM

But the Struggle for Peace Is Too 
Important to Abandon

A 90-second video:
Imperial History of the Middle East

Long-term: Absolute
Short-term: Grim



Israel-Palestine
on California

From Los Angeles to Monterey

Area
I/P = 27K km2 ~ Massachusetts

I = 21K km2 ~ New Jersey
P = 6.3K km2 ~ Delaware

Population
I/P = 11 MM < LA + Orange Co.

I = 7.1 MM
P = 4 MM
J = 5.4 MM
P = 5.4 MM
? = .2 MM



Quick Recent History
1882 Zionism .

1917/20/22   [90] Balfour Declaration (San Remo Treaty & US Congress resolution, Mandate document).

1929 [80] First Arab-Jewish  violent confrontation  (Hebron).

1930S Anti-British riots, White Paper

1947/48/49   [60] UN Partition; War; Right of Return; Armistice (Green Line) .

1964 Start of PLO, declared Israel "illegal, null and void."

1967                [40]Israel launches Six-Day War against Egypt, Jordan and Syria .

1973 Yum Kipper war started by Egypt and Syria; !ǊŀŦŀǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜΦ

1978/79 Sadat visit; Egypt-Israel treaty; Camp David Accord.

1982 Israel invades Lebanon.

1987-91 1st intifada.

1988/93/96 Arafat & PLO  accept Israel existence & 2-state solution on 22% of Mandate Palestine.

1993/95 Oslo Accords I and II;  Settlements expand.

1994 Jordan-Israel treaty; Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin assassinated.

2000 2nd intifada, Israel tightens occupation.

2005 Abbaselected President & snubbed; Gaza unilateral withdrawal, Hamas claims credit.

2006 Hamas wins election , Gaza closure (siege) starts; 2nd Lebanon War.

2007 Hamas-Fatah mini civil war in Gaza, Israel tightens closure; Annapolis Conference.

2008/09 Israel-Hamas cease-fire; Free Gaza Movement; Gaza War.



Israel-Palestinian Conflict is
Important for Americans

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has global ramifications in a part of the 
world crucial to Western, and especially American, political and 
economic interests.  U.S. support of the Israeli Occupation and present 
war fuels anger and alienation among Muslims and others towards the 
US and its European allies. 

Å"Not everyone in the Middle East views the Palestinian issue as the 
greatest regional challenge, but the deep sense of injustice it 
stimulates is genuine and pervasive." B. Scowcroft and Z. Brzezinski , 2008

ÅSimilar advice by the Baker-Hamilton Iraq Study Group, 2006

ÅEssential message of Mearsheimer& Walt book, 2007

Only when a just solution is reached that genuinely addresses 
tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎΩ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ 
camps, will they signal to the rest of the Arab and Muslim worlds that 
the time has come to normalize relations with Israel and its American 
and Western patrons. This is the Palestinians ultimate clout. 



Grasping for Straws:
Obama has a Mandate

άΧ!ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳΣ Israelis understand that real security 
can only come through lasting peace. And that is why we ςas friends 
of Israel ςmust resolve to do all we can to help Israel and its 
neighbors to achieve it.  Because a secure, lasting peace is in Israel's 
national interest.  It is in America's national interest.  And it is in the 
interest of the Palestinian people and the Arab world.  As President, I 
will work to help Israel achieve the goal of two states, a Jewish state 
of Israel and a Palestinian state, living side by side in peace and 
security. And I won't wait until the waning days of my presidency. I will 
take an active role, and make a personal commitment to do all I can to 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ             

(June 4, 2008)



One-State Solution

Rational:
ÅJustice, including Right of Return (UN Gen. Ass. Res. #194, 1948)
ÅSeparation does not work (e.g., India-Pakistan)
ÅA one, bi-national state has in fact existed since 1967
Å/ŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘƻ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
ÅPopulations too mixed to separate

Problems:
ÅNo support in Israel
ÅLittle support in Palestine
ÅDoes not satisfy Palestinian nationalist imperative  (flow of history)

Mechanism:
ÅSecular, democratic state characterized by one-person, one-vote
ÅBi-national state - federal government plus cantons



Two-State Solution
A viable two-state solution entails three, not four, central components. 

1) Israel  fully withdrawal to the Green Line (the 1949 border commonly 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άмфст ōƻǊŘŜǊέύ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ мΥм ƭŀƴŘ ǎǿŀǇǎΦ  

2) Sharing Jerusalem as a capital of two states with land control  according 
to the 1967 borders with land swaps to guarantee that each side has 
control over its own religious sites and large neighborhoods.  

Above points mean dismantlement of Israeli settlements and the return of 
Jewish settlers to Israel proper. 

3) Acknowledgment of the right of return of all Palestinians but with the 
following stipulation: While all Palestinians will be able to return to the 
fledgling Palestinian state, only a limited number agreed upon by the two 
sides will be allowed to return to Israel; those who cannot exercise this 
right or, alternatively, choose not to, will receive full compensation. 

4) Demilitarized Palestinian state, perhaps with NATO and other foreign 
troops to protect Israel (???) and the Palestinians [lacks sovereignty].   



More About Two-States
The cruel irony is that the majority of Jews and Palestinians in the region 
support the two-state solution, but the parties cannot reach an 
agreement because sizable minorities in both camps reject this solution. 
These minorities hijacked the respective political arenas, and succeeded 
in creating a deadlock that can only be overcome if the international 
community, and particularly the US, assumes a more interventionist role.

Two-States vs. Two-States
Everyone talks about two-states, but they are talking about incompatible 
entities.  Palestinians deserve an economically viable, sovereign state.

Two States Plus
Recognizing that the footprint of the occupation makes a viable two-
state solution impossible, what if the Palestinians accept a non-viable 
state, but with an overarching confederation that, like the EU, gives 
citizens of all member states freedom to travel, live where they want, 
and work where they want.



Israelis & Zionism Want
-- Jewish State        -- Democratic State 

-- All  the Land (Ertz Israel)

Åsssss

Menachem Begin       Yitzhak Rabin                       Ariel Sharon      Ehud Olmert 

David Ben-Guion    Golda Meir

Eli Yishai          Avigdor Liberman   Benjamin Netanyahu     Ehud Barak             Tzipi Livni

28

120 Seats

in Knesset

Hadash: 4      

Meretz: 3
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More and More Settlers (Colonists)
Leads to: 

2
0

0
8

~290

ÅRoadblocks, Checkpoints, Israeli-Only Roads,

ÅFragmentation of West Bank,

ÅDestruction of Palestinian Life and Economy.



Palestinians

Yasser Arafat
Mahmoud Abbas   Marwan Barghouthi     Salam Fayyad 

Yasser Arafat                     Khaled Meshaal              Ismail Haniyeh             Mahmoud al-Zahar
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Palestinians Have Lost the PR War
Palestinian have:

ÅNot explained concessions; 
PLO accept 2-states with Israel on 

78% of Land.

ÅNot promoted ñCertificates of 

Authenticity;ò  International 

Court of Justice in Hague, All UN 

resolutions except #181.

ÅRely too much on violence; 
Suicide bombers and rockets on 

civilians.

ÅNot explained the real Camp 

David II story; òOffer was not 

generous, did not start intifada 2.



Hamas Should Recognize Israel

ÅUnderstand that demand for this by Israel and U.S. is just a way to 
postpone negotiations.

ÅUnderstand that it is hard for Hamas to do because PLO got little for 
doing it in 1988, besides, no one wants to recognize someone who is 
persecuting them, and which Israel anyway (UN Partition boundary, 
Green Line, everything).

ÅHamas would get following advantages:

ÁDemocratic  action ï55% in West Bank & 66% in Gaza agree.

ÁPreempt Israel on boundaries.

ÁCall Israel and U.S.ôs bluff to negotiate.

ÁGo to EU for food and reconstruction aid and political support.

With out recognition, only friends are Iran, Syria (maybe), and Hezbollah, 

and what good are they?  How did they help during the recent massacre?    

How are they helping with the reconstruction?



United States

Bill & Hillary Clinton               Rahm Emanuel             George Mitchell         Gen. James Jones 

George Bush            Condoleezza Rice     Elliott  Abrams

Barack Obama
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hōŀƳŀΩǎ 9ƴǾƻȅ DŜƻǊƎŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ
Starts with a Good Record

Considered a scrupulously impartial broker by all sides. 

Wrote that among the useful lessons learned from the 1998 Good Friday 

Agreement is that:

ÅAll parties to such conflicts need to be included, even those associated 

with violence (e.g., Shin Fein=IRA and Republicans ïHamas in Palestine) 

ÅPreconditions, especially those related to ideological goals, "ought to be 

kept to an absolute minimum.ñ

The2001 Mitchell report to analyze the causes of the second intifada:

ÅCondemned Palestinian terrorism 

ÅCondemned Israel's disproportionate use of force, most of it against 

unarmed demonstrators. 

ÅCriticized Israeli settlement expansion, which had enraged Palestinians 

and undermined the Oslo talks. 

ÅRefuted claims, then widespread in the US media, that the intifada had 

been cooked up by the Palestinian Authority. 



A Plan:  

President Obama should Act for America
President Obama must speak out clearly and forcefully about the 
fundamental principles of the peace process and justice for Palestinians.  

He must be determined and politically bold. 

He needs a peace plan that allows the majority of the people on each 

side to decide;  not the local leadership or a rejectionist minority.

1. Frame the issue in terms of American vital interests.

2. Draft a proposal using the well-known guidelines (end occupation, 
Green Line basis of border, 1:1 land swaps, share Jerusalem, agreed 
resolution to refugee right of return, truly sovereign and viable 
Palestinian state), and submit to the two sides for minor alterations. 

3. Hammer out a final proposal, and publicize it widely.

4. .ǊƛƴƎ άhōŀƳŀ tƭŀƴέ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ϧ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
U.S. and international community applying pressure by declaring that 
the two parties will be rewarded if they support the initiative and 
penalized if they do not. 



Polls Suggest Jewish Americans will 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ άhōŀƳŀ tƭŀƴέ

Polls of Israelis and Palestinians yield similar results.

agree the U.S. 

should push both 

sides toward a 

peace agreement

85% support 

two-states

7% not sure
16% not sure

8% oppose 9% oppose
Jewish 

Americans

75%

Jewish 
Americans

[ŜŦǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘΦέ  tƻƭƭ ōȅ ½ƻƎōȅ LƴǘƭΦ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜ bƻǿΣ нллпΦ 
wƛƎƘǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ άǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǳǎƘ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎΦέ  tƻƭƭ ōȅ tǊƻŦΦ {ǘŜǾŜƴ aΦ /ƻƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜƛƴǳΣ нллрΦ  

Flow of History: Many nations have separated into ethnic, nationalistic, or religious states.  
Consolidations imposed by a colonial power or a military ruler (except for the U.S. in 1788).

N = 500
+/- 4.5%

N = 500
+/- 4.5%



Richard Falk on Peace
"Israel, all along, has not been prepared to enter into diplomatic 
process that gives the Palestinians a viable state,  . . .  [The Israelis] feel 
time is on their side. They feel they can create enough facts on the 
ground so people will come to the conclusion a viable [Palestinian] 
ǎǘŀǘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜΦά

And Gaza:    Israel is doing to the 1.5 million Palestinians in Gaza 

is "a crime against humanity." He condemned the collective 
punishment of the Palestinians in Gaza as "a flagrant and massive 
violation of international humanitarian law as laid down in Article 33 of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention." 

Falk asked "the International Criminal Court to investigate the 
situation, and determine whether the Israeli civilian leaders and 
military commanders responsible for the Gaza siege should be indicted 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƭŀǿΦά
Richard Falk  is the U.N. special rapporteur for human rights in the occupied Palestinian 
territory; a former Princeton University law professor; Jewish.



Gaza on LA
From San Pedro to Dodger Stadium; Whittier to Corona del Mar 


