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(Los Angeles, CA, USA,; July 28, 2008)s one of bout 175 Americanw/ho formedthe VIVA
PALESTINA USA Contvay entered the Gaza Strip on Wednesday evening, July 15, 2809ing
medical and other humanitarian aidVe entered the Gaza Strip through the Rafah cros$iog Egypt
with permission to stay 24 hours.

Background

The 1.5 million people who live the Gaza Strip have been under Israeli restrictions for over 15 years.
Starting in the miel990s, Israel imposed restrictions on permits for Palestinian men to work in Israel.
Coincident with theunilateral, nonnegotiatedisraeli withdrawal of settlerand its army in 2003srael
started to restrict importsand exports. Israel tightened these restrictions in 2006 in response to Hamas
winning a majority in the Palestinian Authority elections, and again in 2007 when Hamas worcaviinini
war that was intiated byFatah and took exclusive control of the Gaza Strip. Restriaifdiesd, fuel,
andmedical suppliesriggered a humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip with the U.N. reporting a large
fraction of the people, especially children, suffering fromlnutrition. The cubff of import and export

of commercial goods led to destruction of the economy and massive unemployfbatsituation was
made much worse by the Decemb2008January2009bombing by Israel that resulted in over 1,400
killed and maw buildings destroyed, including government and civic buildings and housing for over
100,000 people.

Goaland Plan
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Participants would fly to Cairo, Egyph Egypt they would use donated funds to purchase aid vehicles,
fill those vehicles with medical supplies, and convoy to the Gaza Strip through the Rafah crossing with

Egypt.

Convoy Gathered in Cairo

About 175 Americans met in Cairo on Julg@9Q VWA PALESTINA used about half the $1 million
donated and purchased 7 picip trucks, 7 twelvepassenger vans, and 33 fedoor sedans from the

free port in Alexandria. Some medical supplies were purchased and donated in the United States, other
supplies wee purchased in Cairo, and other supplies were donated by Egyptian busin€ssesy

members were about 1/8 Palestinian, 1/% other Arab and Muslim, and 1f3thers. The Convoy was
headed by George Galloway, British Member of Parliament, asietaded byCharles Barron, New York

City CouncilmanNotable attendees included Cynthia McKinney, former Member of Congress from
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Georgia and Green candidate for U.S. President in 2008, and fot#ianist Neturei KartaHasidic Jews
from Monsey, New York

Eg/pt Impounded Vehicles

The Egyptian government, presumably in coordination with the United States and Israeli governments,
made accomplishing the VIVA PALESTINA mission difficult. The biggestydiffisuthat the Egyptian
government never gave VIVA BEETINA permission to drive the 47 new vehicles from the free port in
Alexandria across Egypt to Rafah without paying Egyptian taxes and registidtiod.7 vehicles are
effectively impounded in Egypt.

George Galloway, VIVA PALESTINA head, vowed thaheveext few months, all 47 vehicles VIVA
PALESTINA purchased will get into Gaza. | believe that that will happen. The Egyptian Government is
both supporting Israel and the United States in keeping Gaza under siege, but at the same time the
Egyptian Gaernment allows the tunnels to operate that supply Gaza with food, fuel, and thousands of
everyday item that make life in the Gaza Strip bearable. The Egyptian Government seems to eventually
allow humanitarian goods and missions to enter Gaza; and st hewivith the 47 VIVA PALESTINA
vehicles.

Getting to Gaza

With the vehicles impounded/IVA PALESTINA devised a hgcklan. The 175 members would go by
bus from Cairo to Rafah where they wotihen walk into the Gaza Strip. Ten trucks would be rerted
haul the medical supplies and other ' ’a TS - > L ]
humanitarian aid from Cairo to Gaza. é ‘ '

Photo at left shows trucks leaving VIVA
PALESTINA Cairo headquarters.

At this point the Egyptian Government
imposed two additional barriers to the
VIVA PALESTINA mission. Eash
Convoymember hal to getan affidavit
from the US Embassy acknowledging
that the US Government discourages
citizensfrom entering Gazgand that
the US Governmenteuld not help us if
we get into trouble in Gaza. Each
convoy member had to appeat the US Embassy and pay $8@et the required affidavit.

The second barrier was that the Egyptian Government limited VIVA PALESTINA members to 24 hours in
Gaza. The original plan was to stay in Gaza-ttay3. Thisvould beparticularly hard ontie VIVA
PALESTINA members who were using the VIVA PALESTINA convoy as a way to visit family for the first
time in years, and the first time after the Decemilamuary massacre.

TheVIVA PALESTINAnvoy left its Cairo headquarters on Wednesday morning,1&112009in three
large buses and two small buses. The drive to Rafah was uneventful. But formalities leaving Egypt were
trying. Although there was no customs inspection, it took the Egyptian Government four hours to put
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Ly SEAG &l YLpasspprt. She @HorohIBe\dpdfifh@ sext page showonvoy members
waiting in the Egyptian immigration hall at Rafahnd entering Gaza to great joy and cheerimlgere we
were met by a vigorous press and Palestinian security
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24 Hours inGazag Our Tour

VIVA PALESTINA members spem 24 hours in Gaza as guests of méestmlan Natlonal Authorlty
which provided bus service, hotel, meals, secufjifioto 3 ]

at right), and a tour of Gaza. Noting that the Palestinia v
National Authority in the GazStrip is Hamas, and 1
supportingHamas is illegal for Americans because the A
U.S. Government considers Hamas a terrorist
organization, | took care to distance myself from tour
eventsthat were not humanitariann nature. | satin the
bus during meetings wh Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh, _
at the bombed Parliament building, and at thenistry of
Detaineegthe later with relatives of Hamas men who ares#4
prisoners in Isragl Tre followingphoto shows posters of
Hamas Parliament members who are in Israelqs
posted outsidehe bombedParliament building.
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The one official part of our tour that | participated in was a visit to the Shifa Hospitak VIVA
PALESTIN#esented the medical aid that we carried from the United States, through Cairontnd
Gaza. | skipped the ceremony to go into the hospital and visit with six patients to present gifts that |
personally brought from California.

| did not witness the presentation of the ten trutdads of medical aid that VIVA PALESTINA purchased
in Caro and was donated by Egyptian businesses. | was told by VIVA PALESTINA leaders that that aid
was distributed to several NGOs$wish that VIVA PALESTINA would report an inventory of the contents,
of the trucks anda list of the NGOwho received the il.

Our tour was guided by employees of the Palestinian National Authority Ministry of Internal Affairs.
They showed us areas destroyed during the Deceribauary massacreeven though the Gaza Strip is
a small area (360 sq km, about twice the area aSWngton, DT the devastation differs greatly from
place to place. | saw areas where every home and building was demolished, and other areas where
there was essentially no destructioBased on my limited exposure, | infer the following:

1 In areas neartte border with Israel bmes,civic and commercidduildings, and orchards were
completely demolished.

1 In areasdrther from the border, most civic and commercial buildings were destroyed, few
homes were destroyed, but more homes were damaged.

1 Far from theborder, in builtup areas, some civic, government, and commercial buildings were
demolished (using pipoint accuracy) and other buildings were raked with macigoe fire.

91 In contrast to WWI bombing that attacked the central cities, this bombing la& tentral
relatively unjarmed, and focused on certain suburban areas.

Here are a few photos of destruction. Many photos of demolished homes have been distributeth, so
not reproduces any here. Rather | show viedgaihd particularly important.The first two images show

a highrise in downtown Gaza City that was strafed with macfgoa bullets. The bullet holes are

round suggesting that the building wasafedfrom a helicopter gunshipThe second two images

shows the destroyed American schaold a destroyed restaurant complex in downtown Gaza City (not
shown are intact adjacent buildings).

WSTFFT 2 NYSNRa wSLRNI 2y L+! t![9{¢Lb! !dagex Wdz &






