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* Motto: “Build bridges, not walls.”

> Believes U.S. foreign policy should be
primary focus of local ME pecace
activists.

» Support for progressive Israeli and

Palestinians should be secondary (e.g.,
ICAHD).

* Open-minded on one-state, two-state,
and regional solutions, based on social
and economic justice.




* Previous discussion focused on the
U.S. government’s strategic interests
in the Middle East and the 2008

presidential election.

» The primary focus was the long
history of great power competition
for the region’s oil resources, with
the U.S. top dog for the past 40
years, but declining.
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* In his January 23, 1980, State
of the Union Address Jimmy
Carter declared that access to
Persian Gulf oil was a vital U.S.
national interest.

To protect that interest, the
United States was prepared to
use “any means necessdary,
including military force.”

As quoted in Blood and Oil, p.
46




* Hamas was strengthened,
not weakened or forced

from power.

* Tunnels are still working.
Rockets are still being fired.

* Abu Mazzen, the Palestinian
Avuthority, and Fatah has
been weakened.




* Boundary of Israel-
Palestine from 1948-48

Armistice

f L
Tel Aviv-Yafo, o etah Tigwa

* Israel controls all el

territory from 1967 to
date

» Palestinian territories
under direct or indirect
military occupation and
settlement




* Pro-U.S. “moderate” Arab
governments have been weakened.
They criticized Israel’s 22 day assault
on Gaza, but did virtually nothing to
stop it.

* The right-wing parties in Israel,
already strong, did better than
expected in Israel’s recent elections.




Over half of the Israel population supports
a vaguely defined two state solution

About 5 - 10 % of the Jewish population
opposed the attacks on Gaza for a range

of reasons. Probably 25 percent of total
population.

There were many demonstrations in Israel
against the war.

Largest was a march of 10,000 in Tel Aviv.




» Small leftist groups, such as Anarchists
Against the Wall, which means
supporters of Palestinian nationalism

* Electoral parties: Hadash (Communist
Party), Balad, United Arab List

*. Liberal Zionists of Meretz, Labor, and
Pedace Now

> Sophisticated strategic analysts




* The Iraq Surge is window dressing.

* The Generals want to slow down the
transfer of troops to Afghanistan.

* Afghanistan and Pakistan are
rapidly deteriorating for the United
States. Escalation is precarious.

* The U.S. economy is crumbling and
make foreign wars hard to finance.




* They are adjacent to Iran
and China, two major
antagonists of the United
States.

They are near Russia,
Iraq, India, the Persian
Gulf, and the Caspian
Sea states.

The region is critical for
pipeline routes to serve
Caspian Sea oil and gas.




= The U.S. and Israel, the Middle East’s two
major nuclear powers, are threatening to
attack Iran to stop its nuclear program. Iran
is militarily encircled, and Israel continues to
lobby the U.S. government for a green light

to bomb it.
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» Council on Foreign Relations devoted
major resources to devise and propose
“new” policies for the new presidential
administration.

* Foreign Affairs “Palestinians hold key to
pecace in the Middle East.”

* The journal devotes substantial space to
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

* Their approach is naive and weakened
by Israel’s attack on Gaza.




* Break with past and put two
state solution — of soris — on fast
track.

* More Jordanian trained PA
police from present.

» Muslim/Arab international force
on West Bank at present.

» Temporary freeze on new Israeli
settlements.




» Resumption of settlement activity
in West Bank settlement blocks
after peace agreement.

» Economic development projects
in West Bank.

* Support from Arab League
countries based on discussions of
the Saudi Peace Plan.




* No direct U.S. relationship with
Hamas, but rely on Israel and
Egypt to use their carrots and
sticks.

* Permit low level U.S. contacts
with Hamas.

* Arab-lead international troops
sent to Gaza if fighting resumes.




* Use 1948-9 Green Line as negotiating
position, including Israeli withdrawal
from settlements and bases.

» Compensate refugees, both Palestinian

(S55-85 Billion) and Jewish from Arab
countries.

* Israeli acknowledgment of 1948 ethnic
cleansing.

* No stateless Palestinians.




* Political and economic nature of
Palestinian state

* Conditions on U.S. aid to Israel and
Palestinian Authority

» Contradictory proposals regarding
settlements, cities, and bases on West
Bank

* Power of Palestinian state over air, land,
sea, commerce, foreign and military

policy




* Partial apartheid in Israel.
* Full apartheid in occupied territories.
* Increasing Israeli matrix of control

over West Bank based on military
attacks, spying and surveillance, PA
collusion, by-pass highways, check-
points, economic strangulation,
NGOs, and joint policing and death
squads.




* Apartheid will solidify and require
continuous military and police
repression.

* Weakened U.S. will have little

leverage on Israel in long run.
* Israel will paint itself into corner.

* Increase war in the Middle East
creates high risk, but with
opportunities.




* Region’s nations and nationalisms
are relatively new. 1919 to date.

* Increasing contact and similarities
throughout the region.

» Regionalization is slowly replacing
nation states in Europe and South
America, and possibly elsewhere.

* Needs to be based on economic
equity.




* Joint vigils, rallies, and forums
focused on U.S. foreign policy in
whole region, not just Palestine-
Israel.

* Adopt slogan from anti-war
rallies in Israel “WE REFUSE TO BE
ENEMIES!”

» Statements, columns, and letters
to editor.

* Visits to public officials, like
Mayor.




* Uri Aveneri’s weekly columns at

Counterpunch.
*» Jeff Halper’s An Israeli in Palestine

*Simha Flapan’s The Birth of Israel:

Myths and Realities
* Michael Klare’s Rising Powers,

Shrinking Planet




* Dick Platkin
Cell: 213-308-6354

sdickplatkin@yahoo.com
swww.ldjewsforpeace.org




